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B R E 

Breatblefs , and faint, leaning upon my fword, 

Came there a certain lord. Shake*'. Henry IV 

Many fo Brained themfelves in their race 
down breatblefs and dead. 

Breatblefs and tir’d, is all my fury fpent. 

Or does my glutted fpleen at length relent ? 

Dead. 


P i. 
that they fell 
Hayward. 

Dryden’s Mu. 


Kneeling before this ruin of fweet life, 

And breathing to this breathlcjs excellence. 

The incenfe of a vow, a holy vow. Sbakefp. King John. 

\ ielding to the fentcncc, breatblefs thou 
And pale fhalt lie, as what thou buried now. Prior. 

Bred, parti cip. pajf. [from to breed.] 

Their malice was bred in them, and their cogitation would 
never be changed. Wifdom, xii. i o. 

Brede. n.f. See Braid. 

In a curious brede of needle-work, one colour falls away by 
fuch juft degrees, and another rifes fo infenfibly, that we fee 
the variety, without being^ able to diftinguifh the total vanifti- 
ing of the one, from the firft appearance of the other. Addifon. 

BREECH. J. [fuppofed from bpaecan. Sax.] 

1 . I he lower part of the body ; the back part. 

When the king’s pardon was offered by a hcrauld, a lewd 
boy turned towards him his naked breech, and ufed words fuit- 
ablc to that gefturc. Hayward. 

The ftorks devour fnakes and other ferpents ; which when 
they begin to creep out at their breeches , they will prefently clap 
them clofe to a wall, to keep them in. Grew’s Mufaum. 

2. Breeches. 

Ah ! that thy father had been fo refolv’d ! — 

— 1 hat you might ftill have worn the petticoat. 

And ne’er have itoln the b'.eech from Lancafter. Sbakefpearc. 

3. I he hinder part of a piece of ordnance. 

So cannons, when they mount vaft pitches. 

Are tumbl’d back upon their breeches. Anonym. 

To Breech, v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To put into breeches. 

2. To fit any thing with a breech ; as, to breech a gun. 

Breaches. n.J. [bpaec, Sax. from bracca , an old Gaulilh word ; 

fo that Skinner imagines the name of the part covered with 
breeches , to be derived from that of the garment. In this fenfe 
it has no Jingular .] 

I . The garment worn by men over the lower part of the body. 
Petrachio is coming in a new hat and an old jerkin, and a 
pair of old breeches , thrice turned. Sbakefp. Taming the Shrew. 

Rough fatircs, fly remarks, ill-natur’d fpeechcs. 

Are always aim’d at poets that wear breeches. Prior. 

Give him a Angle coat to make, he’d do’t; 

A veft, or breeches , Angly ; but the brute 
Cou’d ne’er contrive all three to make a fuit. 

King's Art of Cookery. 
To wear the breeches, is, to ufurp the authority of the huf- 
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The wife of Xanthus was proud and domineering, as if her 
fortune, and her extraction, had entitled her to the br eeches. 

L’ Ef range. 

To BREED, v. a. pretcr. I bred, I have bred, [bpxban, Sax.] 
To procreate ; to generate ; to produce more of the fpecies. 
None flercer in Ntimidia bred. 

With Carthage were in triumph led. Rofcommon. 

To occafton ; to caufe ; to produce. 

Thereat he roared for exceeding pain. 

That, to have heard, great horrour would have bred. F. £L 
Our own hearts we know, but we are not certain w-hathope 
the rites and orders of our church have bted in the 'hearts of 
others. , Hooker, b.W. 

What hurt ill company, and overmuch liberty, breedeth in 
,, ou[ |., t ' Afchams Schoolmajler. 

Intemperance and luft breed infirmities and difeafes, which, 
being propagated, fpoil theftrain of a nation. Tillotfon. 

7. To contrive ; to hatch ; to plot. 

Mv fon Ed™-! had he a hand to write this! a heart and 
brain to breed Tt in ! Sbakefp. King Lear. 

j. To produce from one’s fetf. 

Children would breed their teeth with much lefs danger. _ 

Locke on Education. 

r. To give birth to ; to be the native place. , , 

Mr Hardin", and the worthieft divine chnftendom hath bred 
for the fpace of feme hundreds of years, were brought up toge- 
ther in the fame univerftty. Hooker. 

Hail, foreign wonder ! 

Whom, certain, thefc rough {hades did never breed. Milton. 

6. To educate ; to qualify by education. 

Whoe’er thou art, whofc forward years are bent 
On date-affairs to guide the government ; 

Hear firft what Socrates of old has faid 

To the lov’d youth, whom he at Athens bred. Dryden. 

To W/ up the fon to common fenfe, 

Is evermore the parent’s leaft expence. Dryden s Juvenal. 

And left the pillagers, to rapine bred. 

Without controul, to ftrip and fpoil the dead. Uryeten. 

His farm may not remove his children too far from him, or 
the trade he breeds them up in. 


Locke, 


B R E 

T° bring up ; to take care of from infancy. 

* J ’cd \vp\n grief, can pleafure be our theme ? 

Uui endleis anguifh, does not nature claim ? 

Reafon and forrow are to us the fame. 

Ah, wretched me ! by fates averfe decreed 
To bring dice forth with pain, with care to breed 
To Breed, v. n. 

1. To bring young. 

Lucina, it feems, was breeding , and flic did nothing but 
tertain the company with a difeourfe upon the difficulty of 
koning to a day. Spectator,^ 

2. 1 o encreafe by new production. 

But could youth laft, and love ftill breed. 

Had joys no date, and age no need ; 

Then thefe delights my mind might move 
To live with thee, and be thy love. Jfal 

3. To be produced; to have birth. 

Where they moft breed and haunt, I have obferv’d, 

The air is delicate. Sbakefp. King Lear. 

There is a worm that breedeth in old Alow, and dieth foon 
after it cometh out of the fnow. Bacon’s Nat. Hijl. N® (,y6. 

The caterpillar is one of the moft general of worms, and" 
breedeth of dew and leaves. Bacon 

It hath been the general tradition and belief, that maggots 
and flies breed in putrefied carcafes. Bentley. 

4. To raife a breed. 

In the choice of fwine, choofe fuch to breed of as are of 
long large bodies. Mortimer. 

Breed, n.f. [from the verb.] 

1. A call; a kind; a fubdivilion of fpecies. 

I bring you witnefles, 

Twice fifteen thoufand hearts of England’s breed. Sbakefp. 
The horfes were young and handlbme, and of the beft breed 
in the north. Sbakefp. Henry VIII. 

Walled towns, ftored arfenals, and ordnance ; all this is but 
a fheep in "a lion’s skin, except the breed and difpofition of the 
people be ftout and warlike. Bacon’s EJfays, N° 30. 

Infectious dreams of crowding fins began, 

And through the fpurious breed and guilty nation ran. 

Rofcommon. 

Rode fair Afcanius on a firy deed. 

Queen Dido’s gift, and of the Tyrian breed. Dryden. 
A coufin of his laft wife’s was propofed ; but John would 
have no more of the breed. Arbutbnot’s Hijl. of J. Bull. 

2. Progeny ; offspring. 

If thou wilt lend this money, lend it not 
As to thy friend ; for when did friendlhip take 
A breed of barren metal of his friend l Sbakefp. Aler. of Fen. 

3. A number produced at once ; a hatch. 

She lays them in the fand, where they lie till they are hatch- 
ed ; fometimes above an hundred at a breed. Grew’s Mufaum. 
Bre'edbate. n.f [from breed and bate.] One that breeds 
quarrels ; an incendiary. 

An honed, willing, kind fellow, as ever fervant fhall come 
in houfc withal ; and, I warrant you, no teltalc, nor no breed- 
bate. Sbakefp. Merry Wives of Windfor. 

Bre'eder. n.f. [from breed.] 

1. That which produces any thing. 

Time is the nurfe and breeder of all good. Sbakefp. 

2. The perfon which brings up another. 

Time was, when Italy and Rome have been the beft breeders 
and bringers up of the worthieft men. Afcham's Schoolmajler. 

3. A female that is prolifick. 

Get thee to a nunnery ; why would!! thou be a breeder of 
finners ? Sbakefp. Hamlet. 

Here is the babe, as loathfome as a toad. 

Among!! die fairelf breeders of our time. Sbakefp. Tit. Andr. 
Let there be an hundred perfons in London, and as many in 
the country, we fay, that if there be fixty of them breeders in 
London, there are more than fixty in the country. Graunt. 
Yet if a friend a night or two fhould need her, 

He’d recommend her as a fpecial breeder. Pope. 

4. One that takes care to raife a breed. 

The breeders of Englifh cattle turned much to dairy, orelie 
kept their catde to fix or feven years old. Temple. 

Bre'eding. n.f. [from breed.] 

1. Education; inftru&ion ; qualifications. 

She had her breeding at my father’s charge, 

A poor phyfician’s daughter. Sbakefp. All's well that ends well. 
I am a gentleman of blood and breeding. Sbakefp. K. Lent . 
I hope to fee it a piece of none of the meaneft breeding, to be 
acquainted with the laws of nature. Glanville's Scepfis, Pref. 

2. Manners; knowledge of ceremony. 

As men of breeding, fometimes men of wit, 

T’ avoid great errours, muft the lefs commit. 

The Graces from the court did next provide 
Breeding, and wit, and air, and decent pride. 

3. Nurture; care to bring up from the infant ft ate. 

’Why was my breeding order” d and preferib d, 

As of a perfon feparate to God, 

Dcfign’d for great exploits. Milton s Agomjtes , 

Breese. n.f. [bpioj-a, Saxon.] A flinging fly; the gadfly. 
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The learned write, the infeft breefe 
Is but the mongrel prime of bees. 

A fierce loud buzzing brttfe. their flings craw bleeJ, 

And drive the cattle gadding through the wood ; 

Seiz’d with unufual pains, they loudly cry ; 

Tanaerus haflens thence, and leaves his channels dry. Dry,. 

BREEZE. 3 '/, f- [brezza, Ital.j A gentle gale; a fo t wind. 

We find, that thefe hotteft regions of the world, l^ted un- 
dcr the equinoaial line, or near it, are fo refreftied with a da. y 
gale of eaftcrly wind, which the Spaniards call breeze, that doth 
ever more blo'w ftrongeft in the heat of the day. Raleigh. 

From land a gentle breeze arole by night. 

Serenely ftione the ftars, the moon was light. 

And the fea trembled with her filver light. 

Gradual finks the breeze 
Into a perfect calm : that not a breath 
Is heard to quiver through the dofing wood. 

Bre'ezy. adj. [from breeou.] Fanned with gales. 

The feer, while zephyrs curl the fwelling deep, 

Balks on the breezy Ihore, in grateful fleep, ... , 

His oozy limbs. Pope's Odyffey, b. 111. 1 . 545 - 

BRE'HON. n.f An Irilh word. . .... •„ 

In the cafe of murder, the brehon, that is, their judge, wil 
compound between the murderer and the party murdered, 
which profecute the action, that the malefactor fhall give unto 
them, or to the child or wife of him that is flain, a rccom- 
pencc, which they call an eriach. Spenfer s State of Ireland. 

Breme. adj. [from bjicmman. Sax. to rage or fume.] Cruel; 
{harp ; fevere. 

And when the Ihining fun laugheth once. 

You deemen the fpring come at once : 

Bet eft, when you count, you freed from fear. 

Comes the breme winter, with chamfred brows. 

Full of wrinkles, and frofty furrows. Spenfer' s Pajlorals. 

Brent, adj. [from bpennan, Sax. to burn.] Burnt. 

What flames, quoth he, when I thee prefent fee 
In danger rather to be drent than brent? Fairy Queen, l. ii. 

Brest. n.J. [In architecture.] That member of a column, called 
alfo the torus, or tore. 

Brest Summers. The pieces in the outward parts of any tim- 
ber building, and in die middle floors, into which the girders 
arc framed. Harris. 

Bret. n.f. A filh of theturbut kind, called alfo hurt or brut. 

Dili. 

Bre'thren. n.f. [The plural of brother.] See Brother. 

All thefe feels arc brethren to each other in faction, igno- 
rance, iniquity, perverfenefs, pride. Swift. 

BREVE, n.f. [In mufick.] A note or character of time, equi- 
valent to two meafures or minims. Harris. 

Bre'viary. n.f [ breviaire , Fr. breviarium , Lar.] 

1. An abridgment ; an epitome; a compendium. 

Crefconius, an African bilhop, has given us an abridgment, 
or breviary thereof. Aylijfe's Parergon. 

2. The book containing the daily fervice of the church of Rome. 

Bre'viat. n.f. [from brevis, brevio, Lat.] A fhort compen- 
dium. 

It is obvious for the ftiallowcf! difeourfer to infer, that the 
whole counfel of God, as far as it is incumbent for man to 
know, is comprifed in that one breviat of evangelical truth. 

Decay of Piety. 

Bre'viature. n.f [from brevio, Lat.] An abbreviation. 

Brevi'er. n.f A particular fizc of letter ufed in printing; 
fo called, probably, from being originally ufed in printing a 
breviary ; as. 

Not love thy life, nor hate, but what thou liv’fl, 

Live well, how long or Ibort, permit to hcav'n. Milieu. 

Bre'vity. n.f. [hrevitas, Lat.] Concifcnefs; Ihortnefs; con- 
traction into few words. 

Virgil, ftudying brevity, and having the command of his 
own language, could bring thofe words into a narrow com- 
pafs, which a tranflator cannot render without circumlocu- 

t ^DDr-Tir . Diyden. 

I o bul.'.v . v. a. [brotaven, Dutch; brawen, German; bjuran, 
Saxon.] 

1. I o make liquours by mixing feveral ingredients. 

W c have drinks alfo brewed with feveral herbs, and roots, 

and f P iccs - Bacon. 

Mercy guard me ! 

Hence with thy brew'd enchantments, foul deceiver. Milton. 

2. I o prepare by mixing things together. 

Here s neither rufli nor <hrub to bear off any weather at all, 
and another ftorm brewing. Sbakefp. Temped. 

akc away thefe chalices ; go, brew me a pottle of fack 

C . Sbakefp. Merry l Fives of Windfor. 

Ur hrrw fierce tempefts on the watry main, 

JJr o er the globe diftil the kindly rain. Pope’s R. of the L 

3* To contrive; to. plot. J 

the moftVr nr b " the . moft malic *ous and frantick furmife, and 

wlrS to h,S . nature ’ that ’ 1 ever been 

ra^edh. l J C i. bCglnni,lgof the world ’ howfo ever counte- 
red by a libellous pamphlet of a fugitive phyfidan, even 
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To Brew. v. n. To perform the office of a hrewer. 

I keep his houfc, and wa!h, wnng,brcw, bake, lcou ^’J^ 


or thing 


Wotton. 


meat, and make the beds, and do all myfelf. 

Brew. n. f. [from the verb.] Marnier of brewing; 

brewed. . ’ . _ 

Trial would be made of the like brew with potato roots, or 
burr roots, or die pith of artichokes, which are nounttung 
meats Bacon s Natural Hr /lory, N 4/* 

Bre'wace. n.f. [from brciv.] Mixture of various things. 

Go, brew me a pottle of fack finely. 

. With eggs, Sir? ■ , 

—Simple of itfelf : I’ll no pullet-fperm in my brewage. 

Sbakefp. Merry Wives of IFindfor. 

Bre'wer. n.f. [from brew.] A man whofc proieflion it is to 

make beer. , r 

When brewers marr their malt with water. Sh. King Lear. 
Men every day eat and drink, though I think no man can 
demonftrate out of Euclid or Apollonius, that his baker, or 
brewer, or cook, has not conveyed poifon into his meat or 

drink. , <rdkt f° n ' 

Bre'whouse. n.f. [from breiv and houfe.] A houfc apptoprt- 

ated to brewing. 

In our brewboufes, bakehoufes, and kitchens, are made divers 
drinks, breads, and meats. Bacon s New Atlantis • 

Bre'wing. n.f [from brew.] Quantity of liquour brewed. 

A brewing of new beer, fet by old beer, maketh it work 
again. ° Bacon s Natural Hijlory, N ' 314. 

Bre'wis. n.f. A piece of bread foaked in boiling fat pot- 
tage, made of faked meat. 

Bri'ar. n.f. See Brier. 

BRIBE, n.f [Bribe, in French, originally fignifics a piece of 
bread, and is applied to any piece taken from the reft ; it is 
therefore likely, that a bribe originally fignified, among us, a 
fharc of any thing unjuftly got.] A reward given to pervert 
thejudgment, or corrupt the conducl. 

You have condemn’d and noted Lucius Pella, 

For taking bribes here of the Sardians. Sbakefp. Julius Ceefar . 

Nor lefs may Jupiter to gold aicribe. 

When he turn’d himfelf into a bribe. Waller . 

If a man be covetous, profits or bribes may put him to the 
teft. L’EJlrange. 

There’s joy when to wild will you laws preferibe. 

When you bid fortune carry back her bribe. Dryden. 

ToBribe. v. a. [from the noun.] To gain by bribes ; to give 
bribes, rewards, or hire, to bad purpofes. It is feldom, and 
not properly, ufed in a good fenfe. 

How pow’rful are chafte vows ! the wind and tide 
You brib’d to combat on the Englifh fide. Dryden. 

Bri'ber. n.f. [from bribe.] One that pays for corrupt practices. 
Affediion is ftill a briber of the judgment ; and it is hard for 
a man to admit a reafon again!! the thing he loves ; or to con- 
fefs the force of an argument again!! an intereft. South . 

Bri'bery. n.f. [from bribe.] The crime of taking rewards for 
bad pradlices. 

There w’as a law made by the Romans, again!! the bribery 
and extortion of the governours of provinces : before, fays Ci- 
cero, the governours did bribe and extort as much as was 
fufficient for themfelves ; but now they bribe and extort as 
much as may be enough not only for themfelves, but for judges, 
jurors, and magiftrates. Bacon, 

No bribery of courts, or cabals of factions, or advantages of 
fortune, can remove him from the folid foundations of honour 
and fidelity. Dryden’s Aurengz. Preface. 

BRICK, n. f [brick, Dutch ; brique, Fr. according to Alenagc , 
from imbrex, Lat. whence brie a.] 

1. A mafs of burnt day, fquared for the ufe of builders. 

I' or whatfoever doth fo alter a body, as it returncth not a- 
gain to that it was, may be called alteratio major ; as coals 
made of wood, or bricks of earth. Bacon’s Natural Hijlory . 

They generally gain enough by the rubbifh and bricks, which 
the prefent archite£!s value much beyond thofe of a modern 
make, to defray the charges of their fearch. Addifon. 

But fpread, my Tons, your glory thin or thick. 

On paffivc paper, or on folid brick. Pope's Dunciad. 

2. A loaf !haped like a brick. 

To Brick, v. a. [from the noun.] To lay with bricks. 

1 he fexton comes to know where he is to be laid, and whe- 
ther his grave is to be plain or bricked. Swift. 

Brickbat, n.f. [from brick and bat.] A piece of brick. 

Earthen bottles, filled with hot water, do provoke in bed a 
fweat more daintily than brickbats hot. Bacon’s Natural Hill. 

Bri ckclay. n.f. [from brick and clay. ] Clay ufed for mak- 
ing brick. 

1 have obferved it only in pits wrought for tile and brickclay. 

n , . r , , . IV mdward on Foffils. 

Bri ckdust. n.f. [from brick and dujl.] Duft made by pound- 
ing bricks. J r 

This ingenious authour, being thus !harp fet, got together a 
convenient quantity of brickdujl, and difpofed of it into feveral 
papers. Spedlato^N* 283. 

L from bri ck and earth. 1 Earth ufed in 

maicing bricks. 

5 They 


in Bri'ckearth. 
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